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1963
Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism, 
recommends official federal policy of bilingualism and 
biculturalism

1971 Pierre Trudeau announces policies of bilingualism and 
multiculturalism

1982 Multiculturalism enshrined in Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms

1988 Canadian Multiculturalism Act
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Motivations 
• Divisions between French- and British-

descended Canadians

• Increases in non-European immigration

• Formal response to existing cultural divisions


Key points 
• Stated desire to maintain the cultural heritage of 

all groups in Canada’s multicultural population

• Equity between visible minorities and those of 

French and British ancestry

• “Unity in diversity”
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1. to assist all Canadian cultural groups that had demonstrated a 
desire and effort to continue to develop a capacity to grow and 
contribute to Canada, and a clear need for assistance;  

2. to assist members of all cultural groups to overcome cultural 
barriers to full participation in Canadian society;  

3. to promote creative encounters and interchange among all 
Canadian cultural groups in the interest of national unity;  

4. to continue assistance to immigrants to acquire at least one of 
Canada’s official languages in order to become full participants in 
Canadian society. 

Canada, House of Commons Debates  
Statement of Pierre Trudeau, Oct 8, 1971 

(as quoted in Mahtani 2002:69)
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The ideal of the 
multicultural mosaic 
(the stated goals) 

• ‘Each’ ethnic group 
keeps its unique 
heritage and culture


• Intended to contribute 
to unified national 
identity


• No explicit hierarchy

• Intended to promote 

mutual understanding 
and tolerance
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Implementation 
• Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

“This Charter shall be interpreted in a manner consistent with the 
preservation and enhancement of the multicultural heritage of 
Canadians.”


• Broad array of policies, laws, and agencies

• Legal protection for specific groups against 

discriminatory practices

• Direct support for culturally and linguistically  

defined groups and programs


Contrasting models 
• Segregation

• Interculturalism

• Melting pot

• Self-governed nations

• Special representation


