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Radical socialist government 
of Paris 

• In power for two months in 1871

• Implemented progressive programs 

Democratic elections, secularism, education,  
labor rights, French Republican Calendar


Timeline 
• Prussian siege of Paris, Sept 1870–Jan 1871

• France cedes control of Paris, agrees to disarm 

French army

• Paris national guard (still armed) takes control, 

declares Commune on March 26

• May 28, French army regains control of Paris

• Tens of thousands of Communards killed during 

the semaine sanglante, May 21–28
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Multiple Networks and Mobilization in 
the Paris Commune, 1871 
(Roger Gould, 1991)

Research question: 
How did formal and informal 
networks affect mobilization of 
resistance in the Commune?
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Empirical analysis 
• Different arrondissements showed different 

levels of resistance to French army

• Arrondissements with many residents serving in 

battalions of highly committed arrondissements 
showed substantially higher commitment 
themselves


• Result holds even taking into account 
geography and residents’ income/training
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Sidebar: reading a regression table
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Dependent variable/ 
Predicted variable/ 
Outcome variable/

Sidebar: reading a regression table
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Independent variables/ 
Predictors/

Sidebar: reading a regression table
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A column for 
each model

Sidebar: reading a regression table
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Stars (*) indicate 
“significant” coefficients

Sidebar: reading a regression table
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Sidebar: reading a regression table
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Many residents of arrond. 
5 serving in arrond. 6 

Few residents of arrond. 6 
serving in arrond. 5 

Three types of relations: Same neighborhood (informal)
Same battalion (formal)
Inter-arrondissement
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Two major takeaways 

• Network structure matters: 
Relations to others can have far-reaching effects 
that depend on the larger structure of a network.


• Network multiplexity matters: 
Different forms of relations (e.g. neighborhood 
and formal associations) play simultaneous, 
interconnected roles in affecting behavior.
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Image credit
Image by Christine 
Clarridge via the Seattle 
Times

Photo BHVP/Roger-Viollet 
via Wikimedia

https://www.reddit.com/r/PropagandaPosters/comments/37knve/vive_la_commune_paris_commune_propaganda_1871/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/demonstrators-block-traffic-on-second-avenue-in-downtown-seattle/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Barricade_Voltaire_Lenoir_Commune_Paris_1871.jpg

